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AL-KEAWAKIBI, A AL-RAIIMAN D. AUMAD B,
MAS‘Op, a pioneer in the theory of Panarab-
ism, was.barn in (?) 1849 into a family of notables
lonig settled [in Aleppo, and died in Cairo in 19oz.
Orphaned at an cacly age, he was brought up by an
aunt, m Amloch,.whcr(, he be(,am(, .a pupil.of his
'fother's maternal amecle, said’ to have been some-
time tutor to Prince <Abbas Ililmi (1874-1944)
[q.v.].. e also, attended  al-madrasa ol-kawdkibiyya
in Aleppo. Ile perfected Turkish and Persian as well
as Arabic, and acquired some knowledge of secular
subjects but not of a .European language. e led an
active literary and political life, editing the official
Aleppo paper Furdl in its Arabic and Turkish sections
fromn 1875-1880 (2). In collaboratipn ,\vitl,x [lashia. a.-
€Aytar, he brought out in 1878 the first private Arabic
weekly in. Aleppo, al-Shahba?, which lasted for only
15 issucs. This, as well as a second paper, al-Itiddl,
-were closed by order-of tho-wdlivin 1879. ke was
involved in the municipality and in other commercial
and political ventures, particularly in the Régie des
Tabacs. After quarrelling with the w.ili, he was tried
and found’ guilty, but appealed in. Beirut and was
acquitted. Ilis property was conliscated, however,
and he was forced to emigrate o Cairo in 1898 or
1899. From Egypt he toured various Muslim countries
and went as far as Ward?i; his sudden . death stopped
another planned tour into the heart of Arabia. ln
Caivo he is said to have received the monthly salary
of 30 guineas from the Khedive ‘Abbds llilini in
order to win for him the suifrages of the shayklhis of
Aden and the Nine Protectorates for the caliphate
which he wished to assume,
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Al-Kawiikibi published two books, Jinfwed while
he was still in Syvria, both of which have been con-
vincingly shown to derive from Western models, lle
-used two pseudonyms: al-Sayyid al-Furddg and al-
Rahhila K. Umuwu al Kurd, which echoes the views
expressed by W. S, Blunt m The Future of [slam
(1882), was written in the guise of the proceedings
of a secre! society and was first published under a
pseudony i in 18ag, almost cevtainly clandestinely,
the place of pubbeation being given as Port Said,
[t was not until Raghid Ridi {q.v.] serialised:#t iu
al-Mangr (¢.0.3, April r9o2-I'ebruary 1903, that the
book became widely known. The book makes the
first sure and permanent transition in Arabic from
Panishunis te Panarabiso, T digcusses the caliphate
and argues that the problems of Islium would be solved
by transferring the caliphate from the house of
‘Uthman to Kuraysh. An.Arab caliph would be
installed in Mecca and would exercise, with' the
concurrence of a special council of consultation
(shiira), political  anthority over the 1lidjdaz only,
I'his caliphate would be devoid of all other pol:tical
and mijlitary powers; its spiritual nature, as well
as the special position "of the Arabs within Islam,
are greatly stressed. Tabd’f¢ al-istibdid ico-masdre
al~isti‘bad fivst appeared as a series of anonymous

NCYCLOPAKGIA OF ISLAM,
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776 . AL-KAWAKIBI —

is" to a large extent a .faithful rendering in Arabic
of Della Tirannide (1800) by Vittorio Allicri. Notes
for othcr publications were destroyed or lost. . . .
Diblsography: Al-Mandr, - v (1320/1902-3)
237-40 .and 276-82; Mubammad. Raghib al-
Tabbakh, Y m al-nubsla® bi. ta’rikh [Halab al-
Shahbd?, vii, Aleppo 1926, 507-24; Svivia Kedouric
(née Yaimn}: The tdeas of a precursor, ‘Abd al-
Rabhmin al-Kawakibi (1349-1902), i1 relation 10
the trend of Muslim-Arab political thought, Ph, D.
thesis 1953; Sylvia G. - -Haim, dlifieri and al-
Kawdkibi. in Orienle Moderno, - XXXiV - (19354),
331-4; Ettore Rossi, Una (traduzione turca - del-
Popera "'Dalin Tirannide” - dv V. Alfieri probal-
nente “conoscitita da al-Kawdkibi, in ibid., xxxiv

(r9354),. 335-7; Sylvia G. Maim, Blunt. and al-

Kawikibs, in ibid., xxxv (1955),” 132-43; Sami
al-Dahhan, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kawdkibi, Cairo
n.d.; N. Tapiéro, Les idées réformisies d'al-Kawdkibt
rz6s-ryzoli849-r9o2,- Paris 1956; -al-A%mal al-
Kamila 1i-Abd “al-Rahmdn  al-Kawakibi- ma‘s
dirdsa ‘an haydtihi wa-athdarihs, ed. Muli. ‘Umara,
Cairo 1970; Elie Kedourie, The Politics of Political
Literature: Kawakibi, Azoury and Jwng, in Middl
Eastern Studies, vilij2 (1972), 227-40.
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